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        Test your automotive knowledge                   The old man and the Ferrari
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What was the first high volume mass produced gasoline powered car? It sold for $650 U.S. in 1901.


Model T Ford


Curved Dash Oldsmobile


Lancia Alfa


What year was the first electric turn indicator introduced?


1901


1918


1938


What was the first Japanese car to be produced in, rather than exported to, North America?


Toyota Corolla


Honda Accord


Nissan Altima


In an accident, an airbag deploys at a speed of:


1232 km/h - the average speed of sound


332 km/h - the speed of an F4 rated tornado


413 km/h - the top speed of the SSC Ultimate Aero TT (fastest production car in the world)


With current growth trends, when will approx. 1.5 billion vehicles fill the world’s roads?


2010 - In time for the Vancouver Winter Olympics


2018 - when Nasa plans to revisit the moon


2030 - when Volkswagen and Shanghi Auto’s joint venture partnership is due to end


North American roads use 14 million tons of salt every winter, how much of that is used by Canada?


12 million tons


9.4 million tons


4.9 million tons


The Ontario Highway Traffic Act states that sleighs traveling on public roads require a min. of 2 bells.


True


False


Germany’s autobahns, with no speed limit in some areas, have a higher fatality rate than the U.S.


True


False


The Buick, the first automobile manufactured by GM, was actually named after David Buick.


True


False


High roofed London taxis were originally designed to keep from knocking off their top hats.


True


False
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The WAVE is the perfect vehicle for the GM Student Program. Call me for more information on this new program.Call Michael Palay at 837.5811 for more information on the 2009 ALL NEW VIBE.


Ask me about:


My Referral Program!


GM Visa Points!


0.0% financing over 72 months!


GM’s Student Program!


GM’s Military Rebate!


Car Heaven!


Now you have a friend in the car business.








My top 13 fuel saving tips:





Avoid High Speeds - As your speed increases, your aerodynamic drag increases in an exponential fashion. Driving 100 km/h vs. 120 km/h will reduce fuel consumption by about 15%.


Do Not Accelerate or Brake Hard - By anticipating traffic and applying slow steady acceleration/braking, fuel economy may increase by as much as 20%.That means no jack rabbit starts. Drive evenly with a steady foot and accelerate slowly when starting from a dead stop. Push the pedal down no more than 1/4 of the total foot travel. This allows the carburetor to function at peak efficiency. Use your GM Driver Information Centre to track your average fuel economy.


Accelerating At the Right Time - When you see a hill ahead, build up speed before you reach it, and then maintain your speed on the slope. If you accelerate on the hill, you will use much more fuel. Then coast down the other side of the hill. When driving with a manual transmission always try to shift into high gear as soon as possible. If you have automatic transmission, lift your foot from the accelerator about one second early.


Plan Ahead - Compare traveling distance differences - and remember that corners, traffic lights and stop signs, curves and lane jumping require extra gas.


Keep Tires Properly Inflated - Keep tire air pressure at the level recommended by your vehicle manufacturer. A single tire under inflated by 2 PSI increases fuel consumption by 1%. Look into nitrogen filled tires.


Use A/C Sparingly - When the air conditioner is on, it puts extra load on the engine forcing more fuel to be used (by about 20%). The defrost position on most vehicles also uses the air conditioner.


Keep Windows Closed - Windows open, especially at highway speeds, increase drag and result in decreased fuel economy of up to 10%.


Service Vehicle Regularly - Proper maintenance avoids poor fuel economy related to dirty air filters, old spark plugs, fluid levels, brakes, or wheel alignment.


Use Cruise Control - Maintaining a constant speed over long distances often saves gas.


Avoid Long Idles - If you anticipate being stopped for more than 30 seconds shut off the car. Restarting the car uses less fuel than letting it idle for this time. 


Purchase Gasoline Properly - Buy gasoline during the coolest time of the day - early morning or late evening is best. During these times gasoline is densest. Keep in mind - gas pumps measure volumes of gasoline, not densities of fuel concentration. Avoid filling the gas tank to the top. Overfilling results in sloshing over and out of the tank. Never fill the gas tank past the first "click" of fuel nozzle, assuming the nozzle is automatic.


Purchase a Fuel Efficient Vehicle - When buying a new vehicle examine the vehicle's rated fuel efficiency. GM offers the widest range of fuel efficient vehicles in the market.


Driving in Winter - Winnipeg’s winter conditions are so tough on your vehicle expect your fuel economy to drop off. On the positive side there are no mosquitoes in the winter!








Answers: 10.a,9.a,8.b,7.a,6.c,5.c,4.b,3.b,2.c,1.b


The average score is 5.23
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15 minutes with Steve Chipman, President of the Birchwood Automotive Group.





Question: What is your view on the quality of the current GM Products?





SC: This is a very exciting time for GM. 





Let’s start with the results of the J.D. Power Dependability Study. This report is the barometer used by all of the major Automobile Manufacturers in North America. 





On 6/29/05 General Motors received eight Most Dependable awards and placed 18 vehicles in the top three of their respective segments – more than any other automaker!





Taking the top two positions in both the Entry Midsize and Premium Midsize Car segment adds to GM’s quality momentum. Based on recent Initial Quality Study results and Vehicle Dependability Study results, GM clearly dominates the highly competitive midsize car segment – and that’s quite an accomplishment. Simply put, GM builds the highest quality midsize cars.





These results, when added to other recent quality reports, are further proof that our quality is good, it continues to improve, and our customers now recognize that GM delivers vehicles with lasting quality. I know GM is pleased with the results, but the job is not done. GM and all of us Dealers are committed to achieving industry leadership in all aspects of quality – initial, long-term and perceptual.





The Buicks that performed best were built at plants that are building and will continue to build Buicks. For instance, GM’s Oshawa 2 plant built the Regal and Century and is now building the Allure. 





Further to this 2 of the Canadian GM Plants are rated in the top 5 of all plants in North America! To that end GM is investing a whopping $2,500,000,000 in GM’s Canadian operations, representing the largest and most comprehensive automotive investment in Canadian history.





GM is not resting on it laurels as it continues to invest in Research & Development. 





GM is currently THE #1 selling Automobile Manufacturer in China! In 2004, GM and its manufacturing operations in mainland China sold a record 492,014 vehicles, an increase of 27.2 percent from the previous year.





Locally I encourage our many clients to come out and see the many new high quality and very innovative new GM Products.





Buick Allure


Buick Lucerne (takes over for the LeSabre and Park Avenue)


Pontiac Wave


Pontiac Pursuit


Pontiac Solstice (2 seat Roadster)


Pontiac Torrent


Pontiac G6 (new 2 door Coupe and a Convertible)


Pontiac Wave











Purchasing a new Vehicle should be FUN!!!





Choosing the Right Set of Wheels


The following information won't turn you into an instant expert. What it will do is help you understand and identify key elements you may want to consider when buying your first new vehicle or pre-owned vehicle.


A good starting point is to learn the basics about automotive terminology and technology. This knowledge offers two benefits: it will help match you with the right car and will give you shopping confidence. 


One of the most important tools in your search is to find a Sales Representative that you are comfortable with and to allow him/her to work for you. 


When I was selecting a Dealership to work at I used many of the same criteria that a consumer should use. My decision to join Birchwood Pontiac Buick GMC was based on the award winning Service Technicians, the Mission Statement of the Dealership (i.e. reputation of the dealership in the community), and lastly the scope of the Dealership. This last point is a huge tool in my tool box as can analyze my client’s needs and help them choose a vehicle from any of our 15 Brands of Automobiles! 


This may also be a good time to try out some of the tools and resources on this site. The � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/firstnewcar/insidertips/fnc_list_choose.html" �Checklist for Choosing�, the � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/financing/affordability_calculator.html" �Affordability Calculator� and the � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/financing/payment_estimator.html" �Monthly Payment Estimator� are all designed to help match you with the vehicle that meets your wants, needs and budget.
































I have built my business on making the selection and purchase of your vehicle a FUN experience. As well I focus on after sales service. Let me help your family and friends with their vehicle needs. If you know anyone requiring a vehicle over the next 3 to 6 months please call me at 837.5811 or e-mail me at michael.palay@birchwood.mb.ca    





Please keep in mind I can be your one stop shop at any of the Birchwood Dealerships. 























Please keep in mind I can be your one stop shop at any of the Birchwood Dealerships.




















An old man looking about 100 years old is on a moped and pulls up next to a doctor at a street light. The old man looks over at the sleek shiny car and asks, 'What kind of car ya got here, sonny?' The doctor replies, 'A Ferrari GT. It cost half a million dollars!' 'That's a lot of money,' says the old man. 'Why does it cost so much?' 'Because this car can do up to 320 miles an hour!' states the doctor proudly. The moped driver asks, 'Mind if I take a look inside?' 'No problem,' replies the doctor.





The old man pokes his head in the window and looks, around. Then, sitting back on his moped the old man says, 'That's a pretty nice car all right, but I'll stick with my moped!' Just then the light changes, so the doctor decides to show the old man just what his car can do. He floors it, and within 30 seconds the speedometer reads 160 mph.





Suddenly, he notices a dot in his rear view mirror. It seems to be getting closer! He slows down to see what it could be and suddenly WHHOOOOSSSHHHH! Something whips by him going much faster! 'What on earth could be going faster than my Ferrari?' the doctor asks himself. He floors the accelerator and takes the Ferrari up to 250 mph. Then, up ahead of him, he sees that it's the old man on the moped!


Amazed that the moped could pass his Ferrari, he gives it more gas and passes the moped at 275 mph and he's feeling pretty good until he looks in his mirror and sees the old man gaining on him AGAIN!





Astounded by the speed of this old guy he floors the gas pedal and takes the Ferrari all the way up to 320 mph. Not ten seconds later, he sees the moped bearing down on him again! The Ferrari is flat out, and there's nothing he can do!





Suddenly, the moped plows into the back of his Ferrari, demolishing the rear end. The doctor stops and jumps out and unbelievably the old man is still alive. He runs up to the mangled old man and says, 'I'm a doctor... is there anything I can do for you?'





The old man whispers, 'Unhook my suspenders from your side view mirror'....











RInjected With Attitudeide your own WAVE!








With all of the deserved hype that the New Pontiac Models have received the Pontiac Grand Prix has quietly remained one of the most popular Sports Sedans Move over Toyota Echo and Hyundai Excel. The Pontiac WAVE has been one of the hottest sellers at Birchwood Pontiac and for good reason.


Grand Prix's looks are anything but deceiving. Its sleek front end, streamlined body and aggressive stance let others know that you're in charge. This bold sports sedan makes power and control a priority with an available 260 hp V6 engine (standard on GTP) and standard next-generation WideTrack™ handling. And that's just for starters. From Magnasteer speed-sensitive steering to its available � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/vehicles/2005/pontiac/grandprix/grpx_colo.html" �17-inch wheels �(standard on GTP), check out what other � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/vehicles/2005/pontiac/grandprix/grpx_mode.html" �features �set Grand Prix apart. If it's just a good, long look you're after, then � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/vehicles/2005/pontiac/grandprix/grpx_gall_ext.html" �feast your eyes �on every one of its high-performance angles. 


The most popular model is the Grand Prix GT. It includes a 6-way power driver's seat, 4-wheel ABS, Magnasteer power steering, enhanced traction assist, tire inflation monitor, and the convenience of the Lifestyle Package and remote vehicle start. For safety's sake, OnStar° is standard. Last but not least the best engine GM has ever developed, the 3.8 Litre!





�


Do what you want when you want. That's what Pontiac Wave is all about. Its � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/vehicles/2005/pontiac/wave/wave_gall_ext.html" �cool European design �features clean contours, a short front end and raised roof for better maneuverability, visibility and interior room. 





And don't forget that Wave is a Pontiac. That means it comes with a long list of � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/vehicles/2005/pontiac/wave/vibe_mode.html" �standard performance features �that includes McPherson front struts, and plenty of available options — like an MP3 player and � HYPERLINK "http://gmcanada.com/english/vehicles/2005/pontiac/wave/wave_colo.html" �aluminum wheels �— so you can get things done in style.


Wave isn't ''just another'' compact car. After all, how many can say that they were designed at a cutting-edge studio in Turin, Italy? Exactly. Wave's modern look takes on two distinct forms – a slick four-door sedan and a sporty 5-door. Both offer an extremely quiet ride with a silky-smooth five-speed manual transmission or optional four-speed automatic.


It's your car, so make it your own. Wave comes in several   colours ranging from Aqua to Super Red. For added style there is also an Appearance Package available. You want fog lights, 14-inch alloy wheels and mudguards? You got it. Other options include power sunroof and 6-speaker premium sound system. 
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Call Michael Palay at 837.5811 to test drive the            2006 Pontiac Grand PrixWAVE!





         Purchase this great Vehicle at our COST!!





The WAVE is the perfect vehicle for the GM Student Program. Call me for more information on this new program.
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